\. „ • AUG 13 "03 17:57 TO-91 703308691 6 FROM- T-887 P. 02 F-672 

m m -*1 

PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

I hereby certify that thie correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office on August 7.V, 


Applicant 
Application No. 
Filed 
Title 



James C. Thomas, Jr. 
09/927,296 
August 10. 2001 

COMPUTERIZED SYSTEM FOR COMBINING INSURANCE 
COMPANY AND CREDIT CARD TRANSACTIONS 


Gtp./Div. : 3627 FAX RECEIVED 

Examiner : Elaine L, Gort ^ ^ 2003 

Dooke.No. : 4565OTJWT503 PETITIONS OFFICE 

PETITION TO INVOKE THE SUPERVISORY AUTHORITY OF THE COMMISSIONER 

UNDER 37 CFR § U8X(a)(3) 

Commissioner for Patents PostOffice Box 7068 

P.O. Box 1450 Pasadena, CA 91 109-7068 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 August 13, 2003 

Commissioner: 

Applicant hereby requests that the Office action of June 3, 2003 in the above-referenced case be 
withdrawn and that a new Office action be issued. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required by this paper 
to Deposit Account No. 03-1728. Please show our docket number with any charge or credit to our 
Deposit Account. A copy of this letter is enclosed. 

The facts are as follows: 

U.S. Patent Application No. 09/927,296. was filed on August 10, 2001, Corresponding 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Patent Application No. US02/09156 was filed on 

March 25, 2002. The claims in the PCT patent application (see Exhibit A) are identical C 1^ I A I 

to the claims as filed in the U.S. Patent Application (see Exhibit B). The U.S. Patent and W V I I W I^L 

FAX RECEIVED 

' AUG 1 9 2003 
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Trademark Office (USPTO) was selected as the International Searching Authority for the 
PCT patent application. 

On Feb 25, 2003 an International Search Report (ISR) was issued by the USPTO for the 
PCT patent application (see Exhibit C). In the ISR, there were several "Y" references, 
indicating that the invention as claimed was novel but potentially lacked an inventive 
step. In response to the ISR, there were no amendments made to the claims. 

An International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) corresponding to the ISR was 
mailed on May 5, 2005. In the IPER, the invention as claimed was found to be both 
novel and to include an inventive step (see Exhibit D). Examiner Robert Olszewski was 
the authorized officer for the IPER. 

On June 3> 2003 an Office action was issued for the U.S. patent application (see Exhibit 
E). In the Office action all of the pending claims were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,301,105 (the '105 patent). The '105 patent was 
cited in the ISR and considered in the IPER. In addition, all of the pending claims were 
further rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious in light of a single publication 
"IDX Takes the Lead in Healthcare Billing" (IDX). IDX was cited in the ISR and, 
therefore, considered in the IPER. Examiner Olszewski was the supervising Examiner 
for the Office action. 

As an attorney of record in the case, I contacted Examiner Olszewski. Examiner 
Olszewski stated that he would not look into the matter of the inconsistent ISR, IPER, 
and Office action. I then contacted the appropriate technology center director > Director 
John Love. Director Love investigated the matter and decided that the Office action was 
of record and would stand. 

In the Office action, the entire text explaining the Examiner's reasoning for rejection of all of the 
pending claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) is as follows: 
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Claims 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cummings, Jr. 
(US Patent 5,301,105). Cummings, Jr. discloses the claimed data processing system. 
Cummings, Jr. discloses a processor with memory and program instructions to allow the 
crediting of an insurance account each time a charge is made to a credit card account 
linked to the insurance account (such as when designated credit card or smart card is 
charged an associated insurance account is credited). All further claimed limitations are 
either disclosed or inherent. 

MPEP §707 .07(d) states that "(a)n omnibus rejection of the claim 'on the references and for the 
reasons of record' is stereotyped and usually not informative and should therefore be avoided/ 1 In the 
Office action, claims 23-32 of the patent application were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) in a single 
conclusive sentence stating that "Cummings, Jr. discloses a processor with memory and program 
instructions to allow the crediting of an insurance account each time a charge is made to a credit card 
account linked to the insurance account." The Office action fails to correlate claim limitations with the 
disclosures of the '105 patent Therefore, no basis for the rejection is apparent. By simply stating a 
conclusion, the Office action fails to be informative, leaving the Applicant to wonder what in the cited 
reference, a patent of 1 1 figures and 28 columns, could possibly be the basis for an anticipation rejection. 

MPEP §707 .07(d) further provides "(a) plurality of claims should never be grouped together in a 
common rejection, unless that rejection is equally applicable to all claims in the group." In reading the 
Office action, it is impossible to determine which of the additional limitations of claims 23-32 are "either 
disclosed or inherent. In addition, MPEP § 21 12 provides that an Office action must provide a rationale 
or evidence tending to ehow inherenoy. Specifically, "In relying upon the theory of inherency, the 
examiner must provide a basis in fact and/or technical reasoning to reasonably support the determination 
that the allegedly inherent characteristic necessarily flows from the teachings of the applied prior art." Ex 
parte Levy, 17 USPQ2d 1461, 1464 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter.1990) (emphasis in original). In the Office 
action, it is stated, that at least some of the claimed limitations are "inherent." However, no rationale or 
evidence is presented to support such a conclusion. 

With regard to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the Office action fails to develop a prima 
facie case in support of the rejection. MPEP 2142 provides in part that a prima facie case "must teach or 
suggest all the claim limitations." In the Office action, claims 23-32 were rejected as a group without 
addressing an^ of the claim limitations. 
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In addition to the internal deficiencies of the Office action, the Applicant is perplexed by the 
inconsistency between the Office action and the IPER, especially considering that they share a common 
supervisory Examiner. While the terseness of the IPER is understandable given that none of the cited 
references appears to be relevant, the Office action gives the Applicant no guidance as to how the 
Examiner came to a conclusion contrary to the IPER while reviewing the '105 patent. 

Responding to such an Office action is pointless because the Office action does not reveal the 
rationale behind the rejections much less the inconsistency between the IPER, and the Office action. 
Furthermore, as both Examiner Olszewski and Director Love have refused to address any substantive 
issues with regard to the Office action, it is doubtful that a subsequent Office action will be anything other 
than a final rejection. 

As the Office action is deficient, the Applicant respectively requests that the outstanding Office 
action for U.S. Patent Application No. 09/927,296 be withdrawn. In addition, the Applicant respectfully 
requests that a new Office action be issued and that the new Office action be consistent with the IPER 
issued for corresponding PCT Patent Application No, US02/091S6, 


Respectfully submitted, . 
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for providing payments for insurance policies, comprising: 

providing a credit card account; 

providing an insurance account linked to the credit card account; and 
crediting the insurance account each rime a charge is made to the credit card 
account. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising providing an account management Web site 
opcrably coupled to the credit card account and the insurance account. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance account is credited a fixed percentage of 
an amount charged to the credit card account. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance account is credited a variable percentage 
of an amount charged to the credit card account. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the variable percentage is determined by the amount 
charged to the credit card account. 


20 
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6. The method of claim 4, wherein the variable percentage is determined by a balance 
amount of the credit cord account. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising making payments from the insurance account 
to pay an insurance policy's premiums. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the type of insurance policy is selected from the group 
consisting of medical insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, life insurance, and 
long term care insurance. 

9. The method of claim 1 , further comprising making payments from the insurance account 
to pay for an upgraded insurance policy. 

10. The method of claim I , farther comprising making payments from the insurance account 
to make co-payments for services provided under an insurance policy. 
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11. A method for providing payments into a medical services account, comprising: 

providing a credit card account; 

providing an medical services account linked to the credit card account; and 
crediting the medical services account each time a charge is made to the credit card 
account. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising providing an account management Web site 
operably coupled to the credit card account and the medical services account. 

13. The method of claim 11. wherein the medical services account is credited a fixed 
percentage of an amount charged to the credit card account. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the medical services account is credited a variable 
percentage of an amount charged to the credit card account. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the variable percentage is determined by the amount 
charged to the credit card account. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the variable percentage is determined by a balance 
amount of the credit card account. 

17. The method of claim 11, further comprising making payments from the medical services 
account to pay an insurance policy's premiums. 

18. The method of claim 1 7, wherein the type of insurance policy is selected from the group 
consisting of medical insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, and long term care 
insurance. 

19. The method of claim 11, further comprising making payments from the medical services 
account to make co-payments for services provided under an insurance policy. 

20. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising making payments from the medical services 
account for a medical service. 

21 . The method of claim 20, further comprising making payments from the medical services 
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* account for a medical device. 

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising making payments from the medical services 
account for a prescription drug purchase. 

23 . A data processing system adapted to provide payments for insurance policies, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory operably coupled to the processor and having program instructions 

stored therein, the processor being operable to execute the program instructions, the 
10 . . t „ 

program instructions including: 

crediting an insurance account each time a charge is made to a credit card 
account linked to the insurance account. 

24. The data processing system of clairo23, further comprising an account management Web 
site operably coupled to the credit card account and the insurance account. 

25. The data processing system of claim 23, the program instructions further including 
crediting the insurance account a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit card 
account. 

20 

26. The data processing system of claim 23, the program instructions further including 
crediting the insurance account a variable percentage of an amount charged to the credit card 
account. 

25 

27. The data processing system of claim 26, the program instructions fiirther including 
determining the variable percentage from the amount charged to the credit card account. 

28. The data processing system of claim 26, the program instructions further including 
3Q determining the variable percentage from a balance amount of the credit card account. 

29. The data processing system of claim23, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the insurance account to pay an insurance policy* s premiums. 

30. The data processing system of claim 29, wherein the type of insurance policy is selected 
from the group consisting of medical insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, life 
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3 1 . The data processing system of claim 23, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the insurance account to pay for an upgraded insurance policy. 

32. The data processing system of claim 23, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the insurance account to make co-payments for services provided under an 
insurance policy. 

33. A data processing system adapted to provide payments into a medical services account, 
comprising: 

* a processor, and 

a memory operably coupled to the processor and having program instructions 
stored therein, the processor being operable to execute the program instructions, the 
program instructions including: 

crediting a medical services account each time a charge is made to a credit 

card account linked to the medical services account. 

34. The data processing system of claim 33, further comprising an account management Web 
site operably coupled to the credit card account and the medical services account. 

35. The data processing system of claim 33, the program instructions further including 
crediting the medical services account a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit card 
account. 

36. The data processing system of claim 33, the program instructions further including 
crediting the medical services account a variable percentage of an amount charged to the credit 
card account. 

37. The data processing system of claim 36, the program instructions further including 
detenrrining the variable percentage from the amount charged to the credit card account. 

38. The data processing system of claim 36, wherein the variable percentage is determined by 
a balance amount of the credit card account. 
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39. The data processing system of claim 33, farther comprising making payments from the 
medical services account to pay an insurance policy's premiums. 

40. The data processing system of claim 39, wherein the type of insurance policy is selected 
from the group consisting of medical insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, and 
long term care insurance. 

41. The data processing system of claim 33, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the medical services account to make co-payments for services provided under 
an insurance policy. 

42 . The data processing system of claim 33, the program instructions farther including making 
payments from the medical services account for a medical service. 

43 . The data processing system of claim 42, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the medical services account for a medical device. 

44. The data processing system of claim 42, the program instructions further including making 
payments from the medical services account for a prescription drag purchase. 
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1 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for providing payments for insurance policies, 
comprising: 

5 providing a credit card account,- 

providing an insurance account linked to the credit 
card account; and 

crediting the insurance account each time a charge is 
made to the credit card account, 

10 

2* The method of claim 1, further comprising providing an 
account management Web site operably coupled to the credit card 
account and the insurance account. 

15 3* The method of claim l, wherein the insurance account is 
credited a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit 
• card account. 


4. The method of claim 1, wherein the insurance account is 
20 credited a variable percentage of an amount charged to the credit 

card account. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the variable percentage is 
determined by the amount charged to the credit card account* 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the variable percentage is 
determined by a balance amount of the credit card account. 

1. The method of claim 1, further comprising making payments 
30 from the insurance account to pay an insurance policy's premiums. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the type of insurance policy 
is selected from the group consisting of medical insurance, 
medical gap insurance, disability insurance, life insurance, and 
35 long term care insurance. 
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9. The method of claim 1, further comprising making payments 
from the insurance account to pay for an upgraded insurance 
policy. 

5 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising making payments 
from the insurance account to make co-payments for services 
provided under an insurance policy. 

10 11. A method for providing payments into a medical services 
account , comprising: 

providing a credit card account; 

providing an medical services account linked to the 
credit card account; and 
15 crediting the medical services account each time a 

charge is made to the credit card account. 

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising providing an 
account management Web site operably coupled to the credit card 
account and the medical services account. 

13. The method of claim 11/ wherein the medical services account 
is credited a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit 
card account* 

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the medical services account 
is credited a variable percentage of an amount charged to the 
credit card account* 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the variable percentage is 
determined by the amount charged to the credit card account, 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the variable percentage is 
determined by a balance amount of the credit card account . 

35 
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1 

17. The method of claim 11, further comprising making payments 
from the medical services account to pay an insurance policy's 
premiums . 

5 

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the type of insurance policy 
is selected from the group consisting of medical insurance, 
medical gap insurance/ disability insurance, and long term care 
insurance . 

10 

19. The method of claim 11/ further comprising making payments 
from the medical services account to make co-payments for 
services provided under an insurance policy. 

15 20. The method of claim 11/ further comprising making payments 
from the medical services account for a medical service. 

21. The method of claim 20, further comprising making payments 
from the medical services account for a medical device* 

20 

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising making payments 
from the medical services account for a prescription drug 
purchase. 

25 23. A data processing system adapted to provide payments for 
insurance policies/ comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory operably coupled to the processor and having 
program instructions stored therein/ the processor being 
30 operable to execute the program instructions/ the program 

instructions including: 

crediting an insurance account each time a charge 
is made to a credit card account linked to the 
insurance account. 
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24. The data processing system of claim 23, further comprising 
an account management Web site operably coupled to the credit 
card account and the insurance account. 

5 

25. The data processing system of claim 23, the program 
instructions further including crediting the insurance account 
a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit card 
account . 

10 

26. The data processing system of claim 23, the program 
instructions further including crediting the insurance account 
a variable percentage of an amount charged to the credit card 
account . 

15 

27. The data processing system of claim 26, the program 
instructions further including determining the variable 
percentage from the amount charged to the credit card account, 

20 28. The data processing system of claim 26, the program 
instructions further including determining the variable 
percentage from a balance amount of the credit card account . 

29. The data processing system . of claim 23, the program 
25 instructions further including making payments from the insurance 

account to pay an insurance policy's premiums. 

30. The data processing system of claim 29, wherein the type of 
insurance policy is selected from the group consisting of medical 

30 insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, life 
insurance/ and long term care insurance* 


35 


31. The data processing system of claim 23, the program 
instructions further including making payments from the insurance 
account to pay for an upgraded insurance policy. 
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1 

32. The data processing system of claim 23, the program 
instructions further including making payments from the insurance 
account to make co-payments for services provided under an 

^ insurance policy. 

33. A data processing system adapted to provide payments into 
a medical services account, comprising: 

a processor; and 

1° a memory operably coupled to the processor and having 

program instructions stored therein, the processor being 
operable to execute the program instructions, the program 
instructions including: 

crediting a medical services account each time a 
15 charge is made to a credit card account linked to the 

medical services account. 


34, The data processing system of claim 33, further comprising 
an account management Web site operably coupled to the credit 
card account and the medical services account* 


35* The data processing system of claim 33, the program 
instructions further including crediting the medical services 
account a fixed percentage of an amount charged to the credit 
card account. 


36* The data processing system of claim 33, the program 
instructions further including crediting the medical services 
account a variable percentage of an amount charged to the credit 
card account* 

37, The data processing system of claim 36, the program 
instructions further including determining the variable 
percentage from the amount charged to the credit card account* 


-17- 


AUG 13 '03 18:02. T0-917033086916 FROH- T-887 P. 18/38 F-672 


45659/FLC/T503 

1 

38. The data processing system of claim 36, wherein the variable 
percentage is determined by a balance amount of the credit card 
account . 

5 

39. The data processing system of claim 33, further comprising 
making payments from the medical services account to pay an 
insurance policy's premiums* 

10 40. The data processing system of claim 39, wherein the type of 
insurance policy is selected from the group consisting of medical 
insurance, medical gap insurance, disability insurance, and long 
term care insurance . 

^ 41, The data processing system of claim 33, the program 
instructions further including making payments from the medical 
services account to make co-payments for services provided under 
an insurance policy. 

20 42- The data processing system of claim 33, the program 
instructions further including making payments from the medical 
services account for a medical service. 

43. The data processing system of claim 42, the program 
2 ^ instructions further including making payments from the medical 

services account for a medical device. 

44. The data processing system of claim 42, the program 
instructions further including making payments from the medical 

3 0 

services account for a prescription drug purchase. 


35 
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From (he INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


To; 

thomas a. daly 
christie, Parker & hale, llp 

P.O. BOX 7068 

PASADENA, CA 91109-7068 


CASE 
REMINDER 
nr API INF 


PCT 


NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44,1) 


Date of Mailing ftr rrn *\t\f\<\ 
{dayfmanxtifycar) Q$ t Z# ZQQ3 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
456S9P/T503 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/US02/091S6 


International filing date 
(dayfomth/year) 

25 March 2002 (25.03.2002) 


Applicant 

THOMAS, JR. JAMES C. 


2. 


f"l The applicant is hereby notified thai the international scorch report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for Tiling such amendments is normally two months from the dale of transmittal of the 
international search report. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO. 34. chemin des Colombettes 
12U Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
The applicant is hereby notified (hat no international search report will be established and thai the declaration under 

Article 17(2)(a) co t&u affect U transmitted herewith. 


□ 
□ 


With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified thai; 

I""! the protest together wiih the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 

applicant' 8 request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices, 
( 1 no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant wilt be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. If the 
applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the priority claim, must 
reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90 bis A and 90 6/J.3, respectively, before (he completion of the technical 
preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry tmo the national phase until 30 montlis (torn the priori Ly date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise the applicant must, within 20 montlis from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 

entry Into iho national pha» before the*© designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. 

Sec the Annex to Form PCTYIB/301 and. for details about (he applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, 
Volume II, Nat tonal Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
Box PCT 

Washington. D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703)303-3230 


Authorised officer 

Emanuel Todd Voeliz ^]) jCLr^J -J>jr&L~- ^ 

Telephone No, 7Q3-306-390O 


Perm FCT/ISA/220 (April 2002) 


(See notes on accompanying sheet) 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article IS and Rules 43 and 44) 


Applicant'* or agent's file reference 
4S659P/T03 


International application No. 
PCT/US02/09156 


FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 


tee Notification of Transmittal of Intenuttcral £««mh P*port 
OPorm PCT/lSAra20) at wdl m, where applicable, item S 
below. 


International filing date {day/month/year) 
25 March 2002 (25.03.2002) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (dzy/monthfyear) 
23 March 2001 (23.03.2001) 


Applicant 

THOMAS. JR. JAMES C. 


This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the 
applicant according to Article ig. A copy is being transmitted to die International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of fl, sheets. 

^ It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior an document cited in this report. 


b. 


Basis of the Report " 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of die international applicadon in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| — | the international search was carried oyt on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the imernational application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

nimiehed subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

famished subsequently to (his Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

D * e slaU5menl tot the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the urittmi sequence iutipg has 
been furnished. 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (Sec Box I). 

Unity of Invention Is lacking (See Box 11). 
With regard to the title, 

^3 too text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

die text has been established by this Authority to read as follows; 


With regard to the abstract, 

L_ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant 
may within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this 
Authority. 


□ 
□ 

n 
n 
□ 


□ 

□ 


The figure or the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 5 

I as suggested by the applicant. 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 
[x] because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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None of the figures 
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Box III TEXT OF THB ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of the first sheet) 


The abstract is too long (PCT Rule 8.1(b)). The abstract mast be less than ISO words, or 200 words wrum no figure is to be 
published. 

NEW ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for combining a credit card account with a medical services or insurance account. A client establishes a 
creClt card account and links the credit card account to an insurance policy or medical services account. The client uses the credit 
card and generates rebates used to offset the cost of the insurance policy or make payments into the medical services account. The 
form or the rebate depends on the type of insurance policy or medical services account selected by the client. An interactive Web 
site is provided for creation, coordination, and monitoring of the linked credit card accounts and insurance policies (500). A client 
uses the interactive Web site to explore different insurance policies (510) and the efTects of using credit card rebates (520) to offset 
the price of an insurance policy, The interactive Web site also provides services for the client to maintain and monitor the linked 
accounts. 
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International application No. 
PCT/US02/09156 


A, CLASSIFICATION OF SUUJBCT MATTER 
IPC(7) : G06F 17/60 
U3CL : 7G5tt6 

Accoiidinfi to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 


D. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705/14, 26 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
Please See Continuation Sheet 


-*C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category * 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 

Y 
Y,P 
Y.P 
Y.B 

Y 
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US 5,301.105 A (Cutmnings, Jr.) 05 April 1994 (05.04.94), see entire document. 

US 5.930.759 A (Moore et al.) 27 July 1999 (27.07.99), see entire document. 

US 2001/0014868 Al (Herz et al.) 16 August 2001 (16.08.01), see entire document. 

US 2002/0029157 Al (Marchosky) 07 March 2002 (07.03.02), sec entire document. 

US 2002/0111832 Al (Judge) 15 August 2002 (15.08.02), see entire document. 

"IDX Takes the Lead in Healthcare Billing; Integrated Software Simplifies Patient 
Payments" PR News wins, 18 February 1997 (18.02.97), see all. 
"Phar-Mor and PerosonalMD.com form Strategic Partnership to provide Phar-Mor 
Customers with online access to personalized Medical Records* 4 PersonalMD Press 
Release, 27 September 1999 (27,09.950- Retrieved from ihe Internet: 
www.personalmQ. com/press 19 article. shunl , see all. 
) 


44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
■44 
44 


^ Further document* are lifted in (he continuation of Box C. | | See potent family annex. 


* Special categories of died dccumeira 

"A" document defining Lhe general itiie of ihc lit which U net considered ?o be 
of parte ulir relevance 

"E* cariter apptfcitjon or patent published on or iftcr the Inunutlonal Tiling dote 

"L" oocumcm which may wrow douBU on priority cwm(s) or whtcit U cftco; |o 
estiblhh the publication date of another cluttan or other spec in I reason (« 
specified) 

"D" document referring lo w oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other mutts 

"P" document publiibcd prior to the internal tonal filing date htu later Hum (he 
priority date chimed 


Uter document publitbed ifter the international filing dais or priority 

data «nd noc in conflict with In* tppliatlicm but «Um1 to un4*rttw«i OS* 

principle or theory underlying (he invention 

document of particular relevance; die claimed Invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered lo involve *n Inventive step 
when (he document is taken alone 

document oT particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve 41 invemive sien when the document fc 
combined with one or more other such doc at rents, such combination 
being obvUw to it pcmi lkilkd in the on 

document member of the «me patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
23 September 2002 (23.09.2002) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

25 FEB 2003 

Authorised officer 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patent* «nd Tradcmarki 
Dot PCT 

Wwhinfltcn, D.C. 3023 1 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Emanuel Todd Vocliz. jO/foJ ^yruXl^ 


Telephone No. 703-3050900 
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Relevant to claim No. 


TersonalMD.oom and Hoalthftxift.com partner to after Consumers online Medical Records 
and Insurance services" Personal MD Press Release, 13 December 1999 (13. 12.99). 
Retrieved from the Internet: www.personalmd.oom/pre3330 article, ahtml . see all. 
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their Personal Health and Medical Bills" PersonalMD Press Release, 4 January 2000 
(04.01,00). Retrieved from the Internet: ww.penorialmd.coiTi/pres826 articlc.shunl 
<http://www.personaliiid.com/prESs26 article, shtml , see all. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHOMTY 


MAY 4 1 2003 



PCT 


NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 


Date of MniliAg n <\ haw onnl 
(day/momh/year) 23 MAY ZQUj 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International Tiling dace (day/moruh/year) 
25 March 20O2 (23.03.2002) 


Priority date {daytmonthtyw) 
23 Marcfe 2001 (23.03.20Qt) 


THOMAS, JAMES C, JR, 


1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international applies don. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the Hpctprt Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the naoonal phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some OfficesXArticle 
390))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT7IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and tarnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned, 

For further details on die applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 


Name and mailing address of the \ PEA/US 
Mail Slop PCT. AlUi: 1PRA/IIS 
commissioner for r*icms 
P.O. Bar 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223IM450 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Form PCT/IPEA/416 (July 1992) 


Authorised officer 
Robert Olszewski , 
Telephone No. (703) 308-1 1 13 
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(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
4S6S9F/TS03 


cno rrmxiirp imnw Scc N^ication of Transiwoal of]nt»nationaj 

fUK niKlHfcK Ai-UUW pjelinuiwry Exairii*tton Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


Inlrmalianal application No. 
PCT/US02/09I56 


International filing date (dayhnonih/ycar) 
2S March 2QQ2 (25.03.2002) 


Priority date (dayfmorUh/ymr) 
23 March 2001 (23.Q3.200l) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

IPC(7): G06F 17/60 and US Q.: 705/26 


Applicant 
THOMAS, JAMES C, JR. 


1 . This inteamtional preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of J? sheets, including this cover sheet. 

[""1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been ar™^^ and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rul* 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^sheets. 


3. This report contains indications relating to (he following items: 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty t inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


Date of submission uf the demand 
23 October 2002 (23. 10.2002) 


Date or completion of this report 
20 May 2003 (20.0S.2003) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Moil Stop PCT. AUn: IPRa/US 
Conuniutoner for Pulent* 
P.O. Hoi 143(1 

Alexandria, Virginia 223)3-1450 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Authorized officer 
Robert Olszewski 
Telephone No. (703) 308-1 1 13 


Form PCT/1PEA/409 (cover shecl)(July 1!»8) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/U$0Z/W156 


I. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to che elements of the international application: * 
|^| the iiueraational application as originally tiled, 
the description: 

pages Hi as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 


£3 the claims: 

pages 9M3 t as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together wife any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE f filed with the demand 

pages NONE . filed with the letter of . . 


IXI the drawingst 

pages ljs , as ortglnally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE filed with the letter of . . 

| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE , as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of . 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Aulhority in the 
language m which the international application was riled, unless otherwise indicated under mis item. 

These elements were available or fon&hed to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| ) the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
| ] the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[""] . the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examinataon(uoder Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed In the International application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on (he basis of the sequence listing: 

I contained in the international application in printed form. 

B filed together with me mtembnnal application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| The statement that die subsequently furnished written sequence listing doea not go beyond the disclosure in (ho 
mcematiaoal application 04 filed has been furnished. 

1~1 The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished. 

4. Q The amendments have resulred in the cancellation of 

the description, pages NONE 
the claims, Nos. none 
| | the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. O This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments tad not been mode, since (hey have been considered U> get 

beyond the disclosure as filed, 0£ indicated in ihu Supplcmmtai Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been fur fished to the receiving Office in responxe to an invitation under Artide J 4 are referred to in 
this report m "rmtfnally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item / and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a) (ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. STATEMENT 


Novelty (N) Claims M4 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims M4 YBS 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims YM YBS 

Claims NONE NO 
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International application No. 
PCT/US02/091S6 


2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-44 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does noi teach or fairly suggest (he limitations as 
set fcrtb in independent claims 1, 11, 23, and 33, Calms 1, 11, 23, and 33 recite the limitations that a medical services account is 
linked to a credit card account and the medical services account is credited each time a charge is made to the credit card account. A 
combination of these limitations and the other recited features \mts not reasonably found in the prior Art. 
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CHRISTIE. PARKER & HALE, LLP 

P.O. BOX 7068 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91 109-7068 
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.DUE DATE. 
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PCT Cfiri5BB.ParKerSHale 4 nB 


NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT 
OF DEMAND BY COMPETENT INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rules SC. 3(e) and 61.1 <b). first sentence 
»nd Administrative Instructions! Section 601 (a)) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

45659P/T503 


International application No. 

PCT/US02/09158 


08 APR 2003 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International tiling date (dttfmmtihtym 
25 Mar 2002 


Priori ly dale (daymonth'yenr) 
23 Mar 2001 


Applicant 

THOMAS, JAMES C 


The applicant is hereby oMifiefi mat this International Preliminary Examining Authority considers the following date » the date 
of receipt of the demand for international preliminary examination of the international application: 


23 OCT 2003 


That date of receipt is; 

the actual dale of receipi of the demand by this Authority (Rule 61 .1(b)). 
|~~] the actual date of receipt of the demand on behairof this Authority (Rule 59.3(e)). 

I I the date on which this Authority has, in response to the invitation to correct defects In the demand (form 
PCT/IPEA/404), received the required corrections. 


Fl ATTENTION; That date of receipt is AFTER (he expiration of 19 months from the priority dale. Consequently, the 
— elcction(s) made in the demand does (do) not have the effect of postponing the entry into ihc national phase until 30 months 
from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Arxicle 3<i( I )). IHcrcforc, the acis for entry into the national phase must 
he performed within 20 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 22). For details, see the /»C7 
Applicant 's Guide, Volume II. 

[~~| (Wcppiicabtenhis notification confirm* the information given hy telephone, facsimile transmission or in person on: 


4, Only Where paragraph 3 npplie*, a copy of (hi* notification ha* been sent m ilw I. U»*mal ion* I Bureau. 


Name and mailing address of the IPfcA/ 
Assi&tant Commissioner for Paiem, Box PCT 
Washington, D-C. 20231 Attn;RQ/US 

Facsimiled. 703-305-3230 


Authorized officer 

Nisa Gilchrist 

Telephone Nil. 7U3-30S-ftl07 


Form KT/lPUA/402 (July 1998) 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/927,296 


Examiner 

Elaine Gort 


Applicants) 
THOMAS, JAMES C. 


Art Unit 
3627 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence addi 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- £tt»n«ien« of fima may be •mbII«M« tindw th* provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no even*, how»yor, may a reply bo timely filed 
after SK (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above k loss than thirty (3D) days, o reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• if no period for reply is spedflod above, me majflmum statutory period win apply and will expire Six (S) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within Ihe set or extended period for reply will, by statute, causa the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33), 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce eny 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1Q August 2001 . 
2a)D This action is PINAL. 2b)H Tills action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-44 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) 1-22 and 33-44 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
SO Clalm(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(6) 23^32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Clalm(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) d The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 10 August 2001 is/are: aQ accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on Is: a)P approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) P Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)CjAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. _ . 

3 .□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 u.s.c. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 , 

Attachment^) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTM92) 4) □ interview Summary (PT0413) Paper No(s). . 

2) U Notice of Drafispemon'e Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of informal Patent Application (PTO-1 62) 

3) US Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO*144Q) p«par No(s) 2 . 6) □ other: 


J,S. Paltnt end Tmeemertt Office 


PTCW26 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summery Pert of Paper Mo. 4 
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Application/Control Number: 09/927,296 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3627 

DETAILED ACTION 


Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 -22, drawn to methods for providing payments, classified in class 
705, subclasses 2 and 4. 

II. Claims 23-44, drawn to data processing systems, classified in class 709, 
subclass 217. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I. and II. are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case Invention I, can be earned out, at least In part, by hand. For 
example the step of crediting the insurance account could be carried out by hand. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, because the 
search required for each Invention is not required for the other Inventions, and because 
the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

2. This application further contains claims directed to the following patentably 
distinct sp ci softh claimed invention: 
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Art Unit: 3627 

I. Method/system for providing payments for Insurance policies; and 

II. Method/system for providing payments to medical services accounts. 
Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed spedes for 

prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claims are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all daims 
readable thereon, including any daims subsequently added. An argument that a daim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional spedes which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic daim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If daims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the spedes to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either Instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
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Art Unit: 3627 

Applicant Is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement may 
be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). For example Applicant may elect either invention I or il 
with either Species I or il. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Frank Cire on May 27, 2003 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Invention II. and species 
drawn to a method/system for providing payments to medical services accounts, claims 
23-32. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office 
action. Claims 1-22 and 33-44 are withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the claimed operation 
and execution of the data processing processor and memory must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the application is 
allowed. 
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Art Unit: 3627 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 LLS.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear in claim 27 what limitation is being claimed in regard to "determining 
the variable percentage from the amount charged.,." 

It is unclear in claim 28 what limitation is being claimed in regard to "determining 
the variable percentage from a balance amount../ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cummings, Jr. (US Patent 5,301,105). 

Cummings, Jr. discloses the claimed data processing system. Cummings, Jr. 
discloses a processor with memory and program instructions to allow the crediting of an 
insurance account each time a charge is made to a credit card account link d to the 
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insurance account (such as when designated credit card or smart card is charged an 
associated insurance account is credited). All further claimed limitations are either 
disclosed or inherent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. Claims 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
IDX Takes the Lead in Healthcare Billing. 

IDX Takes the Lead in Healthcare Billing discloses the claimed device but is 
silent regarding using a credit card exclusively for medical expenses. It is notoriously 
old and well known in the art of personal finance to utilize a personal credit card for 
emergency use only or for specific types of transactions only in order to provide an 
individual with credit for unforeseen expenses and to allow the U6er to track a specific 
type of expenditure. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use the data processing system of IDX with a 
designated credit card only for medical expenses in order to provide the user with credit 
for unforeseen expenses and/or to allow the user to track medical expenditures. 

Regarding claim 29, IDX Takes the Lead in Healthcare Billing discloses the 
claimed data processing system but is silent regarding the ability for users to pay their 
insurance policy premiums via credit card. It is notoriously old and well known in the art 
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of bill payment to allow credit card payment to provide customers with easy and 
convenient payment. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide the data processing system of IDX Takes 
the Lead in Healthcare Billing with the ability to pay an insurance policy's premium with 
a credit card, in order to allow customers to pay their premium conveniently and easily. 
All other claimed limitations are either disclosed or inherent. 


1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elaine Gort whose telephone number is (703)308-6391 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:00 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 


supervisor, Robert Olszewski, can be reached at (703)308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or processing is assigned is 
(703)305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 


Conclusion 


proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 


1113. 




May 30, 2003 


ROBERT P. OLSZEWSKI 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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